PROGRAMMING STARTERS TO BOUNCE OFF FROM!
CRITIC’S CHOICE-Book Discussion Group in 3 Sessions





Kids are Book Reviewers and Movie Critics




Target group-4th and up (have also done this with 3rd grade




Choose a book that also has been made into a movie (I have used 




Wrinkle in Time, Hoot, Bridge to Terabithia, Hoot)




Cost: Movie, Snacks

Session One-Author Bio/picture, Questions to get them into the setting of the book
  45 Min.
Read aloud 1st chapt., Explain role of Book Reviewer, Notepad sheet



Pass out books, Write to author


Session Two-Meets 2 weeks after. Book read. Notepad filled out. Go over their 

  1 ½ hrs.
Reviewer’s notes, have prepared discussion starters to get going and in case


discussion lags. Run about 45 min.




Watch 1st half of movie. 45 min.

Session Three-Watch 2nd half of movie, then gather after~kids “become” the 
      
    1½ hrs.
   Movie Critics-thumbs up or down! Prepare questions comparing 


   
   the movie and the book.  Usually this discussion is lively! 
BOOK BINGO-Children Read books from all areas of the collection 



        Time frame and Target group is variable



        Cost: Almost nothing! Donated books are needed.


Using pre-made Bingo sheets, have students read from all areas of the collection. Mark 
off sheet as they share what they have read. They can keep track of books read on 
separate sheet. I have 4 different Bingo sheets. I allow 3 bingos per sheet.

For each Bingo, children earn a “Book Buck”. I pre-price donated books (usually 
paperbacks) using colored dots and a price sheet. Children can “buy” their books at any 


time after they have earned enough bucks.


Open ended timing has not worked. Need to set a specific time to get them in on a 
regular basis.

BOOK BIN-Outreach program for after-school programs.


         Cost: plastic bin

 
I fill a small plastic bin with donated paperbacks for the appropriate age group. I label 
the bin and often add bookmarks. These books are not part of our regular collection. 
If a Book doesn’t come back, I consider it further outreach! Every few weeks, I put in a 
different batch of books, adding seasonal or holiday books.

(OVER)

Example of taking pieces from a number of sources and customizing!

READING PATCH CLUB-Took an idea from Upstart catalog.



Cost: $4.75 for stickers, $5.95 for 25 logs

Started with the idea of the Reading Patch Club, opted for cheaper stickers.
Target Group-Gr. 1 & 2 
Met for ½ hr. weekly for 4 weeks. At Registration, children are given a hand-out with the 

Genre’s they can choose from to earn stickers. We are ready with suggestions from Easy Readers, Picture books and easy chapter books. Each week they bring in something in to share, having to do with the book, ex. picture, food, item, costume. 

Each week we ask the children what they read and what genre sticker goes with the book. They each share briefly what they brought and about their book and if they would recommend it to others. Snacks were included. 
At the last session, they were allowed to pick out a free book from a selection of donated books.

BEGINNER’S BOOK CLUB-Target group-Gr. 1 & 2  Cost: craft materials





  Cost: varies with craft materials

We  meet 2 times/one week apart. I pick an Easy Reader that I can get multiple copies of (just like the big kids!) and hand those out at registration. They may be read alone or with a parent, ready to go on week one. I plan a number of activities around the book’s theme. We meet for about 45 min.-1 hour. This includes talking about the book, a craft, something to do, questions about the book and a snack. I have gotten quite a few ideas from ”The Kids Book Club”. For the second week, they can choose to read anything from a box of books that I have chosen around the theme. We again meet and they share with each other what they chose and then we do another series of crafts and activities.

Example theme: Outer Space ~they all read Commander Toad.
Crafts and activities were:

Week One: Read Spacey Riddles, Author Intro using only info that would catch their attention, Read part of the first book, showed the other books in the series, talked about the illustrator.

Passed out space ship shaped cards with questions for them to answer.
Began Papier Mache Space Alien heads.

Week Two: Shared books read, Painted the Space Head. Snacked on “space food”, Made a flying Spaceship from “Easy to Make Spaceships”, finished Space Head by attaching odd items.

Other themes used: Dragons & Damsels, Diggin’ Dinos!

