NHLA Report to the Executive Committee
Academic Section

September 16, 2008

During the summer meeting, the results of the survey taken at the Spring meeting were reviewed.  Of the 12 respondents, the following ideas were of greatest interest for future workshops:  Library-Faculty Collaboration, Information Literacy Testing Tools, Library Instruction.  There was also moderate interest in Web 2.0 and Open Source Software.  Other suggested topics offered in addition to those on the survey included: Librarians as Researchers/Writers, New Online Collection Ideas, and Free Online Education Resources—the last two ideas we felt might have the broadest appeal to the overall NHLA membership, and will be brought to the program committee.
The revised mission for the Academic Section of NHLA was established.  The text as revised:

“The Academic Section of the NH Library Association is an inclusive organization open to all staff working in libraries of New Hampshire institutions of higher education.  The Academic section fosters informal networking among library personnel across the state, and promotes professional development for ALL library staff.   Recognizing the unique circumstances of many NH Academic libraries, the Academic Section provides opportunities for the exchange of ideas in all aspects of library work:  Access Services, Technical Services, Reference, Instruction, Collection Development, Technology, and Administration.   NHLA Academic section promotes the development of ongoing communication and collaboration within the NH Academic Library community. “   (revised 7/2008)

This text has been posted on the new Google Group which has been developed for the Academic Section:  http://groups.google.com/group/academic-nhla.   Members for the group will be sought via email before the end of September via NHCUC and NHAIS weblists.   The section has not yet been able to tackle a webpage to attach to the NELA website.
The Section plans to have an informal gathering at the NELA conference on October 20.  Plans are still in the works, but will likely include a lunch get-together, and social dinner after the Social Hour and NELA Games.  We plan to hold an additional social event for March or April.  
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