Urban Public Library Consortium 2008 Annual Report    

By Mary Ann Senatro, Urbans Representative to NHLA

The Urban Libraries section of the NH Library Association is made up of libraries in the state with populations of over 18,001. There are currently sixteen Urban library members. These include libraries in the following communities: Bedford, Claremont, Concord, Derry, Dover, Hudson, Keene, Laconia, Londonderry, Manchester, Merrimack, Milford, Nashua, Portsmouth, Rochester and Salem. 

The organization’s objectives are: 

1. To provide increased communication and information exchange among urban public library administrators.

2. To promote mutual understanding of library issues and problems statewide and nationally, and to address those issues.

3. To promote marketing of the library as a resource for community development and civic infrastructure.

4. To encourage development of professional management and leadership skills, and to apply those skills to librarianship. 

2008 Officers are: 
· Chair: 

Michelle Sampson
 Milford

· Vice-Chair:
Cheryl Lynch

 Derry

· Treasurer: 
Mary Ann Senatro
Bedford 

· Secretary: 
hosting library in rotation

This year we had three long time Urbans members retire, Eleanor Strang and Jean Williams of the Salem Kelley Library and Sue McCann of the Portsmouth Public Library. We miss them and wish them well in their new endeavors. Word on the library street is that they are all happily pursuing new interests and enjoying life immensely. 

Some of the topics explored at our monthly meetings this year were: Leadership, Building Issues, Report from PLA Conference Attendees, Dealing with Difficult Patrons and Library Advocacy. 

We were pleased to sponsor three programs at the Spring NHLA Conference this year: “Every Penny Counts” with a representative from LGC, “PLA Highlights” with Cathy Beaudoin and the popular, “Director’s Roundtable” with Joseph Dionne and Randy Brough. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ann Senatro

Urbans Representative to NHLA

