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Academic Section

2008 Annual Report

Interested parties met at UNH Manchester in January 2008 to discuss reorganizing the Academic Section of NHLA.  At the Spring Conference in Concord approximately 20 people met, resulting in a commitment to reactivate the group.   At that time Catherine Ryan and Betsy Holmes volunteered to act as co-chairs, with  Sondra VanderPloeg as chair-elect.
A revised mission for the Academic Section of NHLA was established.  The text as revised:

 

“The Academic Section of the NH Library Association is an inclusive organization open to all staff working in libraries of New Hampshire institutions of higher education.  The Academic section fosters informal networking among library personnel across the state, and promotes professional development for ALL library staff.   Recognizing the unique circumstances of many NH Academic libraries, the Academic Section provides opportunities for the exchange of ideas in all aspects of library work:  Access Services, Technical Services, Reference, Instruction, Collection Development, Technology, and Administration.   NHLA Academic section promotes the development of ongoing communication and collaboration within the NH Academic Library community. “   (revised 7/2008)

A new Google Group was developed for the Section:  http://groups.google.com/group/academic-nhla.   There are no plans to charge for membership to this section at this time.

The Section sponsored an informal gathering at the NELA conference on October 20 which included a tour of Teti Library and a ceramics exhibit at New Hampshire Institute of Art.  An additional social event is tentatively scheduled for March or April. 

A survey of interested NHLA members is planned for the Spring of 2009 to determine specific needs that can be addressed through the section.   Future direction of the section will be determined upon analysis of these results.

Submitted by Betsy Holmes, Co-chairperson
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