NHLA Fall Conference November 6,2008

 CHILIS Annual Report

2008 Spring Conference:  

The conference was held at SHNU and featured performers from the Kids Books and the Arts Roster.  The use of SHNU’s facility was very successful and will be the site for future Spring Conferences.  The first recipient of the CHILIS Children’s Librarian of the Year Award was presented to 

Children’s Librarian of the Year Award:  Inspired by READS’ Librarian of the Year Award, CHILIS instituted the Children’s Librarian of the Year Award this past year. Letters went out in November 2007 to directors of all NH Public Libraries asking for nominees by mid-January 2008.  The Board received a number of nominees, all of whom were deserving of the award.  After discussion, the board unanimously chose one nominee, and the award was presented at the Spring Conference. Congratulations to Cora Jo Ciampi of the Weare Public Library, the recipient of the first annual Children’s Librarian of the Year Award. 

Letters to directors requesting nominees for the Second Annual Children’s Librarian of the Year award have gone out, and the winning Librarian will be recognized at the CHILIS Spring 2009 Conference.

Great Stone Face Award:  The winner of the 2007 Great Stone Face Award was Rules by Cynthia Lord.  The award was presented to her on October 20th  at the NELA Conference.

Isinglass Award:  Perfect by Natasha Friend is the winner of the 2007 Isinglass  Award.  Natasha Friend accepted her award in person at the Stratham Middle School on October 24th.
Summer Reading Program:  Over 100 New Hampshire libraries used the Summer Reading Program theme “G’day fro Reading!” this past summer, and 16,650 children participated!Despite the success of the program, t-shirt sales were down again this year.  This is a concern, because the sale of the t-shirts has funded the rest of the printed materials.     

Fall Conference:  The 2008 Fall Conference was hosted by the Littleton Public Library on October 16th.   Grace Greene from the Vermont State Library, spoke to the membership during the business meeting about the Collaborative Library Summer Program (CLSP), a summer reading collaborative that has now been joined by 48 states.  CHILIS is exploring the advantages and disadvantages of joining that collaborative, and the Membership will have the opportunity to vote on whether to join the CLSP next spring. 

Programs included a presentation on evaluating materials about Native Americans, using music in Story Times and providing service to autistic children.  Materials from the conference are on the CHILIS website www.nhlibrarians.org/chilis .

2009 Spring Conference: The Spring conference will be held on Tuesday, 3/29/09 at SHNU.
CHILIS Board:  The CHILIS Board is entering its second year without a Vice-President.  In the normal course of events, my term as president would have ended last month, my Vice-President would move into that position, and I would move into the newly vacant position of Past President.   Because there was no one to step into the position of President I will continue as president for a second year, but we are now without a Vice-President and a Past President, both of whom have responsibilities within CHILIS and NHLA.  If you know of a Children’s Librarian who would be interested (or could be convinced) to take on the position of Vice President, please contact me (marie.lejeune@rpl.lib.nh.us) or Anne Hoey. 

Repectfully submitted;

Marie Lejeune, CHILIS President

Rochester Public Library

